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“On the day they were going to kill him”



_________ is a _________ year-old ___________ 
who wants __________ and needs ___________.

Santiago Nasar

Placido Linero

Divina Flor

Victoria Guzman

Clotilde Armenta

Pablo/Pedro Vicario

MargotCristo Bedoya

Luisa Santiaga

Narrator



Chronicle of a Death Foretold - Vocabulary

prophetic (adj) - accurately describing or predicting what will happen in the future

ephemeral (adj) – lasting one day only; lasting a very short time

imperious (adj) – arrogantly domineering or overbearing

ubiquitous (adj) – present everywhere at once, or seeming to be

surreptitious (adj) – done or acting in secret; sneaky

implicit (adj) – implied or understood although not expressed 

affront (verb; noun) – to insult intentionally; an open offense, slight, or insult

animosity (noun) – active hatred; a hostile attitude 

ambivalent (adj) – simultaneously feeling opposing feelings, such as love and hate

vacillate (verb) – to waver indecisively between one course of action or opinion and 
another; to hesitate



Chronicle of a Death Foretold - Vocabulary 2

futile  (adj) – having no useful purpose 

implicate (verb) – to involve or connect incriminatingly

impetus (noun) – something providing energy/motivation to accomplish/undertake a task

qualm (noun) – a sensation of doubt or misgiving; uneasiness (usually used in the plural)

asylum (noun) – a place of retreat or security

unconscionable (adj) – shocking and morally unacceptable

iniquity (noun) – great injustice or extreme immorality

posthumous (adj) – occurring after someone’s death; work published after an author’s death

inexplicable (adj) – incapable of being explained, interpreted, or justified

impede (verb) – to slow the progress of



A eulogy is a speech or 
piece of writing that praises 
someone or something, typically 
someone who has just died.  



Choose one character from the town and write a 
eulogy for Santiago Nasar from his/her point of view. 
Your chosen character may not necessarily praise 
Nasar, but certainly would reveal his/her specific 
relationship to him and complex feelings about his 
murder and the social pressures that led to it.  It 
would also be strongly influenced by textual evidence 
showing how this character would speak and may 
even draw details directly from chapters in which this 
character is featured.  Eulogies are delivered orally and 
should last between 2 and 3 minutes.



EULOGY FOR SANTIAGO NASAR 
Original Thinking:

• Uses language and details appropriate to chosen first-person 
speaker

• Makes original use of the eulogy format
Support, Details, and Evidence

• Uses reflections and observations into the relationship between 
character and Santiago Nasar drawing on thorough reading of 
the text

• Meets time expectation (2-3 minutes) 
Organization and Clarity

• Uses clear organizational pattern & sequencing
• Uses clear enunciation, lack of disfluencies, voice variation, 

projection, eye contact, body language, investment

A   Work surpasses some/all criteria, demonstrates superior 
thoughtfulness 
B   Work capably meets all criteria
C   Work meets some of the criteria
D/F Criteria has not been met



The following passage is from the final pages of 
Gabriel Garcia Marquez’s novel Chronicle of a 
Death Foretold.  What literary techniques does 

Marquez use to characterize Santiago in the 
moments before his death?



In this excerpt from the novel Chronicle of a Death Foretold written by Gabriel Garcia 
Marquez, we are given three main literary techniques to help us characterize Santiago Nasar 
moments before his death.  Marquez uses dialogue, imagery, and lots of details to portray 
Santiago Nasar being modest, determined, and realistic right before his death.

Gabriel Garcia Marquez, the author of Chronicle of a Death Foretold, uses literary techniques 
such as: diction, imagery, and dialogue to characterize nearly dead Santiago before his death.

Even on the verge of death, Santiago Nasar manages to walk around for a given time, 
but alas he drops dead soon enough.  In Gabriel Garcia Marquez’s novel Chronicle of a 
Death Foretold, Santiago Nasar is murdered, but in those few moments manages to 
reveal his character.  Through the given imagery, mood and diction the author develops 
an image of a man who takes care of his image, remains calm in distress and who likes 
to take his time, even in death.

In a book full of contradictory ideas about murder victim Santiago Nasar, even the manner of 
his death is filled with conflict: the clash of his stinking entrails against the dignity of his posture 
and his care for proper behavior.  When Gabriel Garcia Marquez finally lets the reader see the 
moment of Nasar’s death so clearly foretold in the preceding chapters, the reader is left with a 
clear sense of revulsion at the act of murder and a new respect for the man who stood 
accused.


